
 Assessment Directors Meeting: 9:00 - 11:00 AM

 Graduation Resolution Training: 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Assessment Director’s Meeting 
Utah State Office of Education
August 20th, 2015



Agenda

▪ Welcome

▪ Accountability Status & Update 

▪ Parental Exclusion

▪ 2015-2016 Principals Assessment & 
Accountability Workshops

▪ DLM

▪ 2015-2016 Testing Plans & Windows

▪ 2015-2016 SAGE Updates

▪ K-3 Update

▪ W-APT/WIDA updates

▪ ACT

▪ Formative Tools Updates

▪ Utah Education Data Gateway



Welcome

▪ Assessment Director’s Meetings Input

– Webinars?

– AD Meeting Schedule (Currently)

AD MEETINGS in Basement West Time

August 20, 2015                 9:00-11:00

September 17, 2015         9:00-11:00

October 15, 2015              9:00-11:00

November 19, 2015          9:00-11:00

December 17, 2015          9:00-11:00

January 21, 2016               9:00-11:00

February 18, 2016            9:00-11:00

March 17, 2016                 9:00-11:00

April 21, 2016                     9:00-11:00

May 19, 2016                     9:00-11:00

June 16, 2016                     9:00-11:00



Accountability - Status and Updates

▪ Whitney Phillips, Ph.D. – Accountability Specialist

▪ Utah State Office of Education



Accountability Timeline
▪ Thursday August 27th  Embargoed data to LEA’s
–Updated Preliminary SERF file 

–SAGE spreadsheets (% proficient of all completed tests)

–Accountability Spreadsheets 

–Gateway - Secure login SAGE Scores

–Public Data Gateway of % proficient of completed SAGE tests 

–August 24 - September 15 LEAs Audit of Accountability Data

–Accountability Technical Manual

▪ September 15 Public Release 
–Student Federal Accountability Report (SFAR)

–School Grading

–PACE reporting 



SAGE Files End of Year UTREx Special Codes Files

Task Due Received Approved

Receive SAGE finalized files Jun 29, 2015 Jul 20, 2015

Receive End of Year UTREx Jul 7, 2015 Jul 15, 2015 Aug 3, 2015

Receive Special Codes Jul 10, 2015 Jul 16, 2015

Valid Tests



To Do List:

1. Calculate student growth percentiles (SGPs)

2. Audit student growth percentiles (SGPs)

3. Determine which tests will be counted in different accountability 
reports

4. Audit data for accountability

5. Generate preliminary reports 

6. Distribute preliminary reports to LEAs for auditing

7. Check results of LEA audits and finalize data

8. Public release of data (Sept 15, 2015)



Additional Transparency in 2016

1. Technical Manual

2. Accountability/Assessment Trainings 

3. Feedback from LEAs about Accounting policy and procedures. 

4. User-friendly Accountability website



Parental Exclusions - Status and Updates

▪ Jo Ellen Shaeffer

▪ Utah State Office of Education



Parental Exclusion
▪ Tests:

- SAGE Summative

- ACT

- DIBELS 1-3

- WIDA

- DLM/UAA 

- All other tests may not e opted out of from a 
USOE perspective, those decisions are base on 
LEA discretion. 

- SAGE Interim (not required)

- DIBELS 4-6 (not required) 

- Utah Compose (not an assessment) 

▪ Form:  As soon a Utah State Board of 

Education approves an electronic form 

(September) USOE Assessment will post an 

electronic PDF on website.  

▪ Using SAGE as part of grades: As soon as Utah 

State Board of Education approves board rule 

(120 days from legislation to rule being 

adopted) the board rule will be updated to 

reflect that SAGE scores may not be used as 

part of grades. 

▪ Results: Please see attachment Parental Exclusions



2015-2016 Principal’s Assessment and 
Accountability Workshops

▪ Julie Quinn 

▪ Utah State Office of Education



Assessment and Accountability Training for Principals
▪ Regionally located across Utah.

▪ Designed for school-level administrators. 

▪ Learn how to access and use data from formative, interim, and summative 
assessments to assist you in setting goals, measuring student learning, and 
what accountability requirements mean for your school.

▪ If you would like to customize a training for your school-level administrators, 
we are happy to architect content to meet your needs
– Accessing and Using SAGE Data

– How can my teachers better understand and use assessments (formative, interim, 
summative)

– Formative Tools – what should we use when, how do we use them (Utah Compose, SAGE 
Formative, UTIPS)

– Accountability – what it means for my school



Assessment and Accountability Training for Principals
Date Location OnTrack Course #

Sept. 15, 2015 Tooele 62507

Sept. 23, 2015 Box Elder 62507

Sept. 24, 2015 Wasatch 62507

Sept. 30, 2015 Jordan 62507

Nov. 12, 2015 Grand 62507

Nov. 18, 2015 Provo 62507

Dec. 1, 2015 Washington 62507

Dec. 2, 2015 Iron 62507

Dec. 3, 2015 Sevier 62507

Dec. 10, 2015 Alpine 62507



DLM

▪ Paul Ashby

▪ Utah State Office of Education



DLM – Integrated Model
Instructionally Embedded Assessment

▪One testlet per EE chosen in ITI

▪Teacher chooses linkage level

▪Each testlet assigned separately

▪Test administrator schedules sessions within testing windows

Testing Window Opens October 7, 2015



End-of-Year Assessment

▪ Five testlets per subject

–System chooses EEs from within original set of teacher 
choices

–System chooses linkage levels

▪ Each testlet assigned separately

▪ Test administrator schedules sessions within window



2015-2016 Testing Plans and Windows

▪ Julie Quinn

▪ Utah State Office of Education



2015-2016 LEA Testing Plans, Test Windows

 R277-404 –8. Time Periods for Assessment Administration

B. LEA educators or trained employees shall complete all required assessment procedures prior to the end of the USOE-defined 
assessment window(s).

C. LEAs that have alternative schedules shall submit an annual testing plan to the USOE by September 1 annually. The plan shall:

(1) set dates for summative adaptive assessment administration for courses taught face to face or online;

(2) set dates to assess students at the point in the course where students have had approximately the same amount of 
instructional time as students on a traditional full year schedule; and

(3) provide a course level assessment schedule to the USOE before instruction begins for the course.

Note: “USOE-defined assessment windows” are located at: 
http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/Directors/Resources.aspx

Note: “Alternative schedules” are those where SAGE-assessed courses end prior to the Spring testing window (e.g., 
trimester, semester, accelerated, open entry/open exit)

http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/Directors/Resources.aspx


2015-2016 SAGE Updates

▪ Julie Quinn and Robin Seldin

▪ Utah State Office of Education and AIR



2015-2016 SAGE Updates

 TIDE available August 25th

– Users will receive password request emails

– Users may also reset password by clicking “forgot my password”

 ORS, SAGE Interim, SAGE Formative, SAGE Mid-Year Summative 
available September 1st

 If SAGE Interim or Mid-Year Summative assessments will be administered 
before the Spring testing window, please participate in the SAGE 
trainings September 2nd or 3rd. 



SAGE Trainings
Date Training Location OnTrack

Course #

Aug. 13, 2015 New AD Training State Capitol 62501

Sept. 2, 2015 Interim/Mid-year 
Summative
New Staff

State Capitol 62567

Sept. 3, 2015 Interim/Mid-Year 
Summative “Updates Only” 
Webinar

http://connect.schools.utah.gov/aau/ 62568

Dec. 8-10, 
2015

Summative Spring Training TBA TBA



K-3 Update

▪ Julie Benson

▪ Utah State Office of Education



K-3 update

▪ 2 Vendors: Amplify and Vport

▪ Selection by August 7

▪ Cost:

– 2015-16 USOE pays full per student price ($12 Amplify, $4.95/$1.95 VPort)

– 2016-17 USOE will pay up to a certain amount depending on allocated funds

▪ PD (only new implementation 2015-16):

– Amplify: USOE will cover 2 participants per school for 1 full day of training

– Vport: USOE will cover 1 day of training per LEA



Entering DIBELS data in SIS (UTREX)

Composite score 
is also required.



Pathways of Progress
▪ An evaluation of growth over time, compared to other 
students with the same level of initial skills.



W-APT/WIDA Updates – ACCESS 2.0

▪ Daron Kennett and Jared Wright

▪ Utah State Office of Education



W-APT/WIDA Updates - ACCESS 2.0

 K: Paper/Pencil, 1/1 administration

 1-3: Reading, Listening, Speaking – online

Writing – paper/pencil

 4-12: 100% online



WIDA: ACCESS 2.0

LEA Responsibility Dates

Order Tests (DRC) 11/2 – 12/4/2015

Pre-ID Labels (Update UTREx) 12/1/2015

Test Materials Delivered 1/4/2016

ACCESS 2.0 Testing Window 1/19-3/11/2016

Return Test Materials for Scoring 3/18/2016

Results Delivered 5/13/2016



ACCESS 2.0 Reports

 Data File (.xls, .txt, .tab)

 Electronic and Paper Copies

– Parent Report

– Teacher Report

– Teacher Roster Report

– School Frequency Report

– District Frequency Report



ACCESS 2.0: Technical Preparation
 https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx

▪ Checklists

▪ Initial Technology Coordinator overview webinar (recorded)

https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx


ACCESS 2.0: Technical Preparation

 https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-tech.aspx

▪ Headsets (headphones and microphones)
– For the Speaking domain (recommended 6-8 students testing at a time)

▪ Testing is supported on: Windows, Macs, Linux (non-touch 
screens), iPads, Chromebooks, and Android tablets

▪ External keyboard recommended

8/24/2015 31

https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-tech.aspx


Alternate ACCESS

▪ For students with significant cognitive disabilities who are 
also ELs

–DLM/1%

▪ Paper/Pencil

8/24/2015 32



ACCESS Training

Date Training Location OnTrack Course #

Nov. 12, 2015 Alternate ACCESS Administration Workshop State Capitol 62527

Nov. 13, 2015 (AM) ACCESS 2.0 Online Administration
For Test Administrators

State Capitol 62527

Nov. 13, 2015 (PM) ACCESS 2.0 Online Administration
For Test Coordinators

State Capitol 62527

 Must complete Training Module from the WIDA Download Library
 Admin Workshop: This training is for those who will be administering the Alternate ACCESS test to students who are 

identified as both English Learners AND having significant cognitive disabilities. Note: Anyone administering Alternate 
ACCESS must complete the certification module on the WIDA website (www.wida.us ). This training will not certify 
participants to administer Alternate ACCESS.

 Training for Test Admin (AM): This training is for those who will be administering the ACCESS 2.0 test to students 

who are English Learners. Note: Anyone administering ACCESS 2.0 must complete the certification module on the 
WIDA website (www.wida.us ). This training will not certify participants to administer ACCESS 2.0.

 Training for Test Coordinators (PM): This training is for district-level personnel who will be coordinating the 

administration of ACCESS 2.0 at multiple locations. It is highly recommended that district test coordinators also 
complete the online certification module on the WIDA website (www.wida.us).



WIDA Credentials

 Separate Username/Password for each of the following

– ACCESS Training

– W-APT

– DRC AMS (materials ordering)

 Contact Daron Kennett: 

 daron.kennett@schools.utah.gov

 801-538-7819

8/24/2015 34

mailto:daron.kennett@schools.utah.gov


ACT-PLAN EXPLORE Updates

▪ Jared Wright

▪ Utah State Office of Education



ACT-PLAN EXPLORE Updates

▪ Ordering is OPEN

▪ Testing Windows

▪ Websites 

Ordering site: https://readiness.act.org/ccris/login/login.jsp

Ordering instructions:
http://www.act.org/aap/utah/files/USOEOrderingInstructionsfor2
015.pdf

September 1, 2015 – November 20, 2015 

*Test materials need to be returned by: December 11, 2015 

ACT – Utah website http://www.act.org/aap/utah/
USOE – ACT website 
http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/ACT.aspx

Recommended to 
order at least 2 weeks 
in advance.

https://readiness.act.org/ccris/login/login.jsp
http://www.act.org/aap/utah/files/USOEOrderingInstructionsfor2015.pdf
http://www.act.org/aap/utah/
http://schools.utah.gov/assessment/ACT.aspx


ACT

▪ Establishment Window

 October 12 – 23, 2015

▪ Accommodations 

 November 20, 2015

▪ Initial Test Day

 March 1, 2016

▪ Makeup Test Day

 March 15, 2016

▪ Accommodations Testing

 March 1 – 15, 2016

Information about setting 
up the Establishment for 
sites will be emailed out 
approximately a week 
before the window.

USOE Contact:  
Jared Wright
Jared.Wright@schools.utah.gov
801-538-7871

Shmoop – ACT test prep is available for 
2015-2016
http://www.shmoop.com/utah/

mailto:Jared.Wright@schools.utah.gov
http://www.shmoop.com/utah/


ACT

▪ An excel file is being sent to each Assessment Director (by 
8/21) 

▪ Please check it to make sure it is current and accurate

– Update if needed (add/delete info)

▪ Please include who you want to be in the communications

– File Layout document will be included

– Return to Jared Wright (jared.wright@schools.utah.gov) by Sept. 2, 2015

mailto:jared.wright@schools.utah.gov


ACT

 Is there any interest in administering the ACT 
online?

 We want to get a feel for the interest level

 If you are interested please contact Jared Wright 
(jared.wright@schools.utah.gov)

mailto:jared.wright@schools.utah.gov


Formative Tools Updates

▪ Kim Rathke

▪ Utah State Office of Education



Formative Assessment Insights
▪ FREE professional learning course for school teams and/or individual 
teachers

▪ Five month web-based course—Begins in September and ends in March. 
Two hour per week commitment

▪ 45 re-licensure points upon successful completion of course

▪ Graduate credit is available

▪ Registration deadline is Friday, August 21

▪ If you are registering a group, use the group registration form at http://fa-
insights.wested.org/group-registration. 

▪ If you are registering as an individual, use the registration form at http://fa-
insights.wested.org/registration.  

http://fa-insights.wested.org/group-registration
http://fa-insights.wested.org/registration


Formative Assessment Insights

▪ Registration deadline is Friday, August 21

▪ If you are registering a group, use the group registration form 
at http://fa-insights.wested.org/group-registration. 

▪ If you are registering as an individual, use the registration form 
at http://fa-insights.wested.org/registration.  

▪ Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) can be accessed in the 
registration link. 

▪ Registration deadline is Friday, August 21, 2015. We 
encourage teacher registration as soon as possible.  

http://fa-insights.wested.org/group-registration
http://fa-insights.wested.org/registration


Formative Tools

Utah Compose

▪ Available August 28 

▪ Grades 3-12 prompts available for narrative, opinion/argumentative, 
and informational/expository essays

▪ Training for 2015 will focus on content-area writing. 

▪ Many enhancements added August 2015

▪ Available through June 2019



Utah Compose

Date Training Location OnTrack Course #

Oct. 6, 2015 UT Compose: System & Writing Washington 62551

Oct. 8, 2015 UT Compose: System & Writing Sevier 62551

Oct. 13, 2015 UT Compose TBA 62551

Oct. 14, 2015 UT Compose TBA 62551

 Grade 3-12 teachers: If you’ve never used online essay scoring or want a refresher 
course in implementing online writing scoring to improve writing in any content area, 
this hands-on session is for you. Topics presented will focus on the features, functions, 
and new enhancements of Utah Compose. Be prepared to review example student 
responses and examine writing as a student metacognitive process in every content 
area. We will discuss how tracking student writing progress improves student attitudes 
towards editing and revision and ways to develop a coherent writing program in 
schools that support writing literacy across the curriculum. Please note: This is a 
computer-based training. Please bring your own device that supports computer-based 
writing.



Formative Tools
SAGE Formative

▪ Mirrors SAGE Interim/Summative

▪ Standards-based ELA, math, science item bank for grades K-12

▪ Designed to be used to inform instruction

▪ Users can create four items types: multiple choice, multi-select, 
table match, constructed response (must be hand scored) 

▪ Resources can be shared with other users

▪ Available through December 2017



Formative Tools
UTIPS

▪ UTIPS Core is available for educators K-12 in all content areas

▪ Student data from 2014-2015 school year should be purged

▪ Complete course purges require individual requests

▪ Course purges retain teacher accounts

▪ Need UTIPS contact information for LEA UTIPS support

▪ For additional assistance:  help@utips.org

▪ Kim Rathke is USOE contact person 
kim.rathke@schools.utah.gov

mailto:help@utips.org
mailto:kim.rathke@schools.utah.gov


Formative Assessment Tools

Date Training Location OnTrack Course #

Sept. 9, 2015 SAGE Formative State Library 62550

Oct. 7, 2015 Formative Tools Washington 62549

 SAGE Formative: This workshop combines instruction on the basic and advanced features 
of SAGE Formative. Come prepared for a hands-on experience exploring how using SAGE 
Formative can help improve student learning in the classroom. Topics presented include 
an overview of the program’s features, building assessments from the item pool, creating 
resources and assignments, using the simplified item writing tools, creating table match 
items, building and sharing common assessments, and group assignment sharing. This 
is a computer-based training. Please bring your own device that supports computer-
based writing.

 Formative Assessment Tools: Come prepared for a hands-on experience examining the 
most effective ways to embed formative assessment in your classroom using USOE 
formative tools including SAGE Formative and UTIPS. Be prepared to learn instructional 
strategies that will inform and improve student learning in your classroom. Participants 
need to know how to use SAGE Formative and/or UTIPS prior to this workshop.



Formative Assessment Workshops

–Sept. 22, 2015

–Nov. 5, 2015

–Nov. 6, 2015

–Nov. 17, 2015

–Dec. 9, 2015

 Interested in hosting a formative tools 
workshop? 

 These dates are available: 



Utah Education Data Gateway
- Secure Log-In User
- Managing & Creating new user accounts
- Teacher Level Access

▪ Aaron Brough

▪ Utah State Office of Education



Accessing the Data Gateway



Forgot Password or New Users



Temporary Password



Log In Using Temporary Password



Passwords must be at least 8 

characters and include both 

letters and numbers or a 

special character.

Create New Password



Congratulations! Find a User 



Creating New User Accounts



Overview of User Accounts



Find a User



Create a User



Locked Accounts



Roles



Edit or Reset User Passwords















Thank You and Have a Great Day!


